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Block 54 and parts of lots 65 and 66 in the area of Sixth Street and Broadway in Carver, including land on either side of Spring Creek.  The purchase agreement specified “with right to occupy Spring Creek running through the said blocks (that is to say above Sixth Street) with a dam and mill pond and to overflow so much of the street of said town above Sixth Street as may be necessary to create and establish said mill pond on said creek on condition however that when the lots and lands so above granted a water or steam mill shall be maintained in operation for at least three years from this date:  and upon condition that the people of the Town of Carver in their corporate capacity may open any of said street so overflowing by erecting bridges and culverts or embankments, but in such manner as not to destroy or materially damage the dam or mill pond; and upon the further condition that for three years from this date the present road to Glencoe and Clearwater [Waconia] Lake through said lots shall be kept open and unobstructed for a width of thirty-three feet”.  Whether a dam, millpond, and water mill were ever constructed seems unlikely, for already on the property by 1857 a steam sawmill is shown on the plat map for Carver in the Minnesota Territory.  The saw mill was located on Lot 4 in Block 54 about 100 feet to the east and south of Carver Cottage at 121 Sixth Street West. The saw mill must have incurred financial difficulties early on, for the early title to Block 54 and the steam sawmill is complicated, with sales, mortgages, estate probates, and foreclosures, which included such non-land property as a Stearn Sawmill, an engine, machinery, and appurtenances.Among those with legal connections to block 54 in the 1850s and early 1860s were Joseph Peitz, his wife Louisa Peitz, Lawrence Stager (Steger), Edmund Walton, Ernest Heyd, Therese Habeck, Therese Lang (probably the same person as Therese Habeck), William Habeck, Henry Sohns, Henry Irving, Catharina Friese, Adam Hein, and Joseph Hamers.  Lawrence Steger, an early Laketown pioneer in Carver County, seems to have been a brother of MartinSteger, who lived at 400 Oak Street in Carver.  Steger sold his share in the property to Joseph Peitz, and Peitz seems to have been the principal owner of Block 54 and the saw mill in the 1850s.  Peitz was an immigrant from Prussia in the German States, who at the 1860 U. S. Census for was cited as a mill proprietor, then living in Waconia, where he had relocated the sawmill or built another sometime around July 27, 1859 when the Carver County Democratnewspaper wrote that Joseph Pietz, formerly of Carver,has his Waconia steamsaw in full operation.  Joseph Peitz died in the early 1860s and in 1863 all of Block 54, including the Carver Cottage house, was sold to German immigrant Michael Hall through Peitz’ heirs.  Michael Hall’s interest in the property seems not to have been as a mill operator, but rather in connection to the brewing industry.A portion of Carver Cottage at 121 Sixth Street West may have been in some way connected to the saw mill.Pioneer General Store.Once a fine two-story brick building located at 117 Broadway, on the site of the present 1964 block building that was used by Carver County Public works and then by the Carver Fire Department until a new fire station opened in 2004.  
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